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 CHRISTMAS.

It was at first “Christ Mass”,

“i Zor holy day degenerated frowm
«that in our time, and indeed for a
ong way back. Sorry to say

that so many deem it _still a day

. .of festivity of a sort that brinFs

little -credit to the name of the
Christ Child who came down from
heaven and was incarnate, dwell-
ing among sinful men and for
« their sakes beeame so r that
he had not even a placefor shelter

.+ Save such aswas tendered him by
wis Those.avell nigh ~as poor as he
+@ doqust We who, if not rich, are at

not shelterless, may well be thank-

ful for. what is given us, for Chris-
tianity brings to us safe abode,
“Treedom to dosuch worship as we

‘care for, privileges many, of which

= ~we take little account, they being
CORINON,
But itis well to pause and think

«,ikover in this season—think over
“the losses with light remembrance
and the gains with lifted hearts,
praising the giver of all good
gifts for the muech we have; of
the man who was sent to the
asylum’ for the insane—we are
blest that we have reason, and
yet it is'likely that not one of us
‘eVer thanked the giver of intellect
that we are not as he; of the poor
wretch who is in prison—what
blessed choice was it that he was
sent, and not ourloved son! No
fear of that, you say? You can-
not say. The very environments
that saved him from such a fate
were given you—a sheer gift and
no merit of yours. It was not
vour house that was burned last
Wweek—yet it might have been
youwrs: but are you devoutly
thankful?

But enough. “Lift up your
hearts.” 'Tis not a preach-
mpdt we would make, lest a
secnlar paper might be set down
asaumere sermonizer. Only this,
timt we should be and can be
more thankful, and may show
this thankfulness by reaching out
“+ thothers. He who said *“as yehave
done it unto one of these little
ones yeo have done it unto me,”
needs little of our worship save
and except that which is shown
in, just that doing. This writer
reclls a family, not at all in
o wafflpent condition, rather even

roor in this world’s goods, who,
wying provided the Christmas
turkey, and knowing of a still
“+»apoorer neighbor, one to whom af-
fliction of more than one sort had
come, -sent the turkeﬂr to the
- poorer-than-they neighbor, and
dined happily on spare ribs sent
by a friend. And the turkey thus
“sent _made all concerned oubly
hs ];p.\'.
Oh but it’s a fine world, this

., one of ours! Fine if we elect to
. make itso. Bad, poverty-strick-

- <eh_and barren, if we 8o choose.
5 iWemake it—yes, we who clamor
w «-Decause it is not to our liking,

and grumbleand growl when our
wodikings clash with nature—and set
w4 up a howl because we cannot
c-have our full of self and selfish-
i q?p_s_. But we can make a world
<+ oflight, of sunshine, not only for
««» . Ourselves but for those about us.
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How? Be thankful. Just this
. ohe ‘day be thankful. Tf the
-demon of discontent in,
show him the door; say to him,
“This day at least mine
thankfully to enjoy". Then, if

.+ You can make one day sunshiny
You can make all the days sun-
sainy, and your days oflight will

< Jight many who, not well’ know-
15g how to do, can at least bask
mg:ur, sunshine,
Try it—just this one Christ
Mass day, this day of days; and

#fvhat yon ecan do one ay you

. ‘tan do all days. -

“God bless all”, said tiny Tim,
So this Christmasday the (rrizex
says—“God bless all.”

“ % Local option is making Virginia prae-
tically saloonless outside of Richmond
und the big ports. Why should ‘the
anti-liquor people risk 2 reaction by
rushing into statewide prohibition and

Juaking Virginia another Maine?—Nor-
'f‘f*anﬁ.’t = L ’ .

5 fondm AT Ak

~~+=Xou can count upon. it. that the
conservative  sentiment in the
Anti-Saleon will control,

and*-the “ convention n
Will not declare for “state-wide
: The  temperance

ext year
J rohibition.” -

oyement is pr?lgmem_ ing under
ocal option, and wise counsel
will prevail to keep it so, risking
no reaction.

ke

 _We st b ing just now
on ‘our salubrious climate—
. Sproutingsweet 'taters one night
. .and reaping icicles thenext morn-
ing: a school of JOTpoises goes
fralicking in the ppahannock
Sunday, and Tuesday mornin
buttercups are peeping through
& snowy veil, _
“OIP MR, Tavr is really sincere
about placating—or, assimilat.
ingthe South will drop such
uo

ts “as Luke,
from his cabinet and take u
' a.itqo'n-]{zlmf aggressive Republi-
cans like Alva

H. Martin of
Virginia.

-~ As oNEresult of the “call down”
“ by his_court and people the Ger-
man Emperor hasforsworn drink

forever. Now some will be unkind ,
the

enough to quote—*‘when
& .. devil was sick, the devil a monk
would be,” ete,

bushel on the lower Rappahannock.
And just to think, they are about 35
cents a taste up here. And yet bles-
sings are not so unevenly distributed
after all.
know the joys of Rockingham ponhoss.
— Harrisonburg Daily News.

The supply of oysters at Newbern, ' unde
N. C., market continues large. |
four to ten oyster boats are usually | bullets th

quality is good, but the oysters rather
small and the price low.
they can be bought from the boats for
35 cents per tub of five pecks at retail.

oystermen. —Saturday’s Times-Dispatch

said in the Times-Dispatch as to the
scarcity of oysters. The tongers say it
is not true. While many oysters in the

dition and more oysters on the rocks

touch with each board and have always

Governor of Virginia, while in Wash-
ington, says the Herald, set at rest all
rumors that Judge Mann would modify
his temperance views,

inch from his temperance views,”" said
Colonel Mann.
to recede one inch. He stands now

gressive temperance legislation which
will be sustained by the people. He
favors any restrictions of the saloon

the abolition of the saloon will be the
ultimate result in Virginia.

have heard him make #peeches in
which he declared that he would gladly
give up his life
destroy the secret of making intoxi-
cants. It isa moral issue with him,
and not a political one.

Judge Mann he told me that he is
satisfied now from reports he Jhas been
receiving from all sections of the State

his opponents combined. His strength

is growing daily, especially as he is
identified with the temperance move-

right |

Oysters are selling at 35 cents a'

The Tidewater folks do not

found at the docks any day. The

Very often

Opened they sell from 60 eents to $1
per gallon.—Corr. Times-Dispateh.
Hundreds of barrels of menhaden and
other small fish have drifted ashore at
Wrightsville Beach, N. C., and along
the Cape Fear Coast. Whether they
died in schools of some disease or were
effected by the dynamiting of some
wreckage off the Caroline coast by the
United States revenue cutter Seminole,
orby practice with the heavy guns at
floating targets from Fort Caswell last
Wednesday is not known.

A preliminary meeting for the organ-
ization of a proposed national associa-
tion of commissioners of shell fisheries
will be held in New York on January
15th. The states interested are Maine,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode
Island, New York, New Jersey, Dela-
ware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caro-
lina, Georgia, Florida, Texas, Louisi-
anna, Mississippi, Oregon, California and
Washington, all of which have given
the proposed organization enthusiastic
indorsement.

Our oystermen and men with canned
goods think that money could not be
scarcer or times more distreasing with
them if Hon. W. J. Bryan had been
elected as our President, as no one will
buy oysters or canned goods at any-
thing like a living price. Large boats
loaded with nice oysters and large ware-
houses filled with canned goods, but no
one will buy them,our oystermen can do
nothing but hope and wait for a market,
and many of oir men in the canning
business can't pay their growers, —
Westmoreland Corr. N. N. News.

The State Fisheries Commission met
at Murphy's last night and disposed of
much business, the greater portion of
which was of a routine nature. All the
members were present, and atthe end
of the session Chairman W. McDonald
Lee said nothing of general public in-
terest had been considered. Mr. Lee
brought with him a large quantity of
seed oysters taken from Pocomoke
Sound, the ocean side of the Eastern
Shore, and the Rappahannock River,
with which to demonstrate the unusu-
ally heavy spawn which prevails in
all the waters of the State during the
present searon, and he showed them to
his colleagues and others who called at
his rooms. He says nothing to equal it
has ever been known by the oldest

a

TIDINGS ' FROM THE YORK.
Eprtor CiTizen;—No good thinking
people believe one-half that has been

James have been killed by the freshets,
the rocks in York river are in finer con-

than for the past five years. York
river can supply our markets with all the
oysters they want, and would be glad to
have market for them. Oysters that
brought 50 to 60 cents per bushel last
season are bringing only 25 to 30
cents this season. The Boards of Fish-
eries have always done their duty and
enforced thelaws. I have been in close

a

found them ready and willing to enforce
the laws whenever they were violated.
I don’t believe any set of men could
have improved the past Yyear's reporta,
I will say this to you, Mr. Lee—you
have devoted your time and brain do-
ing your duty, and the people of Glou-
cester are with you from start to finish.
Very truly,
C. H. Musg.

TEMPERANCE AND GOVERNORSHIP.

Colonel James Mann, of Norfolk, Va.,
campaign manager of Judge William
Hodges Mann, who isa candidate for

“Judge Mann has not receded one
‘“He does not intend
where he has always stood—for pro-

“I am certain Judge Mann believes
*‘At heart Judge Mann is dry.’ T

if by so doing he could

“The last conference I had with

that he will get more votes than all

ment.

“The Mann law, the first progressive
liquor legislation passed in Virginia
wiped out 800 saloons. That law
knocked out the saloon in country dis-
tricts, which have no police protection,”’

tatoes from Maine.

ing seed potatoes?
water section and the glorious Eastern
Shore—the home’ of the starchy bird
that graces the table of the Emerald
Islander six times a day; the founda-
tion of the seductive cod-fish-ball; the
backgroand of pork fricassee: the inner
lining of lob scouch; the great mixer
and creamed a la mode—and to be im-
ported!
Commissioner of Agriculturs the cause
of this? You jump on the Commission
of Fisheries about importing seed oys-
ters, now jump your Commissioner of
Agriculture for importing seed potatoes.

in Lawson Bay, lower C8ke, dog on toast, panned dog—or

ERTINENT FACTS

Deduced From Newspapers by

Aunty Spec.

. Eprror Crmizes:

l I remember once hearing Gregory,
the banjoist of Lee's army, say that
during a fight he was always found
where the bullets were thickest, viz :

r the ammunition wagoa;and that he

From ; usually had to comb oit of his hair the

at sifted through the ecracks

in the wagon body.

This seems to me to be very applica-

ble to those Richmond and other pa-
pers and individuals that are esdenvor-
ing to rosst the Commission of Fisher-
ies for what they have deme, shounld
have done, might bave done, couldn’t
have done and didn't bave done.
They are just simply back in the rear
under the ammunition wagons, know
nothing about the fight at the front
and are just spluttering about, being

where the bullets are thickest.”’
Now, if Bryan had got elected the

oyster Commirsion would not have had
any of this to bear, for the great Com-
moner would have been the cause of
low prices, the reputed searcity of oys-
ters, the freshsts, etc.
are still under the beneficent rule of
the great Republican trust-busters and
the Democrats can’t be blamed, so the
Commission of Fisheries has got to bear
the brunt until times get better, and
then when the great Repulican wave of
prosperity sweeps over Tidewater the
members can sneak off to their lairs and
muse over what they might,
would or should have done.

0Of course we

could,

In scanning the papers I have cutout
few clippings which, according to cer-

tain papers, the Commission of Fish-
eries is surely responsible for.
is one from the Times-Dispatch of re-
cent date:

Here

*‘Explosion of & pan of oysters fry-

ing over a gas stove caused an alarm of
fire from a saloon on East Main Street
yesterday afternooon.”’

Of course the Commission bad got

tired of being jumped on and caused
the oysters to explode in our Capital
city as sort of an object lesson; or else
the long suffering oysters became so
indignant that they could mot hold in
any longer.
dence would lay it on the broad should-
ers of the Chairmanof the Commission,

But prima facie evi-

Here is a little ditty from the Fish-

ing Gazette:

“It is reported that millions of trout

died in Massachusetts this year as a
regalt of the fall drought.”’

Can it be possible that our oyster

and fish Commission ia guilty of this
too—**way down East?’’ Sure! Nothing
easier.
ters in the Jeems and Potomac by
freshets—their power being unlimited —
surely it is a small job'to knock out the
trout crop in Massachusstts by drought.
Norfolk papers will please sit up and
take notice.
don’t have any spot or blues, for of
course the Commission met the spot
and other game fish outside the Capes
this summer and paralyzed those com-
ing into the Chesapeake, and you hxd
to import them from New Jersey.
Kindly impart this information to your
Board of Trade committee.

If they can kill the secd oys-

You can now see why you

The papers have been raising Cain

about Virginia's importing oysters from
Maryland, when in truth they come
yearly from the Potomae, which belongs
as much to Virginia as to Maryland.

Now how does this little extract from

Virginia paper hit you?:

**Virginia is importing more seed po-

There arrived im

esterday the schooners Youtli‘s
wa

rt
E)roth’ers. T95 tons net, and Ed
Stewart, 353 tons net, both from Stock-
ton Spri

8. Me., and each loaded with
of seed potatoes for local deal-

a o
ers. FI‘lm Mairie product is planted here
and it is seid that the truckers have
gotten good results,”’

GreatScott! What, Virginia import-

The great Tide-

Well, WeLL, WELL! Is the

Better look out, importing the negro

from the North brought on the Ciyil
war, better go slow on the potato.

Now, here is the acme of the whole

thing, something that I think will set-
tle forever the de
bivalve. Itis an extract froma speech
of Professor Starr, of the great Chica-
go University, on the Philippine Islands
and their customs.
eating dog, the learned professor says:

for the luscious

In speaking of

e

Why, do you know that I have seen

le in this country who would sat
which the people will support and sus- mp oysters. | hav:y dona it myself,
tain. Think of a

person who eats rawoysters

sneering at a peeple who eat clean
eookednﬁog."

Thers you haye it in & nut-shell, the

ne plus ultra of the oyster business, I
have seen on the horizon for years a
rival to the great oyster industry, and
here it is.
sor Starr knows whereof he speaks.
Connected with that great Univer-
sity controlled by the millions of the
great Standard Oil Octopus his words
should make us pause and think.
the oyster industry is doomed. Tide-
water sections will have a rest and a
chance to grow up in weeds, for the
dogs can be raised most anywhere. Of
course there wijl be different grades,
like there are oysters and different
breeds will bring fancy priees; for in-
stance there will be the famous Blue
pointers instead of Blue points.
will be culls, half grown be standards,
full grown primes; Bull-dogs raw-box,
and St. Bernard fselects.

Mark my word, that Profes-

I say

Pups

Your local

have dog suppers of the famoas Spitz
variety. And ¥ stead of
we would use jog-fennel sauce,
would give our farmers something to
do raisingr it. And we could do away
with thiss much muligned Commission of
Fisheri:s and have a Commission of
ius. Wecould then let loose certain
newWspapers, for instead of the expres-
sion “Dumb ss an oyster,'” we would
have “Howling like a dog.”’

Mr. Editor, the oyster has the star fish
S an enemy in the North and the moon
gazers in Tidewater Virginia. Yet I
don’t know but that those would-be
erities of the Commission of Fisheries
&re simply doing them goed. The
sculptor has to continually cut and chisel
marble to muke the beautiful statue.
Moet any kid can throw a handfull of
mud on a wt te marble building and ap-
parently ruin it, but the first gentle
shower will wash it off, So let those
dry-land wou d-be Baylor survey-break-
ers howl. They are undar the ammuni-
tion wagon; they’ll Eo to sleep after
their scare is over. ;

which

AUNTY SPEc.
GLOUCESTER OYSTER BEALER

Says Dealers and Others
“Scarcity” for a Purpose.

[Richmond News-Leader.]
Oysters are a drug in the markets of
the State. There are more and better
oysters this year than in ten year,

to dispose of their oatch. There are
planters and oyster ETowers in the
State who are anxious to sell fine oys-
ters at §2.50 a barrel.
This was the information
gentleman from the oyster
the State. The speaker has
in a oyster tract in Glouces
and he said today that he had 7,000
bushels of the finest he had seen for
many yearsand that he would be will-
ing to sell them for thirty - cents a
bushel less than he received last year,
‘“The whole troubleis that the dealers
raised a hueand ery early in the season
about the seareity of oysters,”” he de-
clared. “They ean handle fewer oys-
ters and receive a larger price by keep-
ing the supply down. The tongers and
dredgers are willing and anxious to sell
oystera atalmost any price in order to
enable them to live throogh the winter.
‘“Another thing: The cry abont the
scarcity of eysters has suceeeded in
driving from the State many of the
dealers who received Virginia oysters,
and in order to retain their trade this
year, after hearing that there were no
oysters in Virginia, -they went to other
markets and brought disaster to the
oystermen of this State., Go down in
the oyster sections and see what the
oystermen are doing and hear them
talk, and in less than ten minutes they
will demonstrate that there are more
and better oysters this year than the
State has ever seen.’” :
W. McDomald Lee, the Chairman of
the State Board of Fisheries, says the
same thing. But the price for oysters
here this year is out of all propaortion
to that of former years. The local
dealers are charging more thanfor »
long time. About once a week a
schooner comes to the docks with the
very finest of oysters, the men opening
them at the docks and selling direct to
the consumers. This is not generally
known, but such is the fact. The oys-
termen muke the catch and set sail for
this city, and they are furnishing the
very best of the bivalves at prices less
than are charged by the local dealers.
They receive more money than if. they
were to sell to the shippers at other
places and the oysters sent to this city
by freight or express,
Along about Christmas |
that there will be a number of ayster
boata heading this way, due to the fact
that the men who buy and ship oysters
to this city to supply the local dealers
are keeping the prices down below the
figure which the oystermen think they
ought to be. The oysters coming hers
are from York river, James river,
Chesapeake bay and Hampton Reads.

OYSTERS BECOME ABUNDANT.

[Danville Register.]

The excitement raised by eertain Vir-
ginia newspapers as to the searcity of
Virginia oysters has given place now to
an attempt to explain the sudden over-
supply, which some of the papers char-
acterize as a glut. The Staunton Dis-
patch editorially called attention to the
fact that the oysters were so plentiful
on the Esstern Shore and other places
that they counld be bought for a b
but lamented the fact that the price was
8o high that but small quantities were
sold on that market for the reason that
few could afford them at the price.
The Newport News Times-Herald, com-
menting oa this “‘glat of Virginia oys-
ters,’’ admits that a surplus exists there,
but attributes it for the most part te
competition from Connecticut. It isre-
lated thal the Comnecticut nters are
able to grow & better oystér at' less|
cost than thoss produced by Virginia
planters, and that thess emterprising
New Englanders have established agen-

given by a
section of
an interest
ter county,

t is expected

ting out the middleman’s profit and un-
derseliing the Virginia oyster. Our
contemporary states that it is informed
that Virginia oystermen cannot afford
to sell their oysters at such a price as
to meet this Comnecticat competition,
This explanation will hardly fit with
the Staunton complaint of the hﬁ
prices on that market and of the
mand for oysters there at a reascnsble
rice.
v But the remarkable part of the
is that the Times-Herald racent
onded the Richmond Times-
alarming plaint that the \;Hi
ter sopply was being do&l-e and t
Oystgrs were so scarce that the tongers
not make a living. This
tion i the industry was attriby to
the scarcity of oysters then. Now it is
attributed to Conumecticut ¢ompetition.

story
a8c-

4 tch's
o

tobasco sauce |

The tongers and dredgers are unable |

cies throughout the West and are cut-| been

LETTERS T0
SANTA CLAUS.

Desires of the Little Ones Told to
Dear Old Santa in his Far Away
flome, Through the Citizen.

[Dolls have struck the popular fan
cy this Xmas. Teddy Bears, for some

years the rage, has taken to the “‘tall
timber.""—EDITOR. ]

‘DEAR SANTA:—Please bring me a gun

and some nuts.
DAVID CHRISTOPHER.
Hardings, Va.

DBAR SANTA:~I ama little girl four
years old. I want you to bring me a
doll baby, candy, cakes, nuts and a lot
of goodies. I willbe a good girl and will
g0 to bed soon. Your girl,

LuLa RoaN HAMMONDS.
Irvington, Va.

DEAR SANTA:—I will write a few lines
to you saying what T would like for you
to bring me. I want a litty trunk and
some candy and nuts and this will be
enough. I haye nothing more to say,
good by. MARY ALICE DAVIS.
Miskimon, Va.

DEAR SANTA:—I want you to bring
me an air rifle, a ball, a train, a story
' book, some cakes and candies, apples
and oranges, some fire crackes. I hope
I am not asking for too much. By by.
From your little boy,
ALTON DYKE

Irvington, Va.

DEAR SANTA CLAUS:—] am a little
boy six years old. I want you to bring
me a watch, a pair of gloves, a pair of
Sunday pants, some candy, nuts, ete. I
will be a good little boy until Xmas and
wont ride on wagons any more.

1 am your little boy,
MAvcoLM LeEE HAMMONDS.

Irvington, Va.

DEAR SANTA Craus:—I will write
and tell you what I want you to bring
me. I wish you would please bring me
some nice candy, cakes, oranges, apples
and nutes, and any thing else you wish
to bring me. I hope you wont think 1
am asking for too much this time. By
by. From your little girl,

MAGGIE MAY DYKE.
Irvingtom, Va.

DEAR SANTA CLAUS:—As [ am a very
small boy I will not ask for very much
this time, but you ecan bring me a
drum, a rubber doll, and a rattle box
and some candy and cakes. This is all I
will ask you for this time, By by.

From your little boy,
BrucE WELFORD DYKE.
Irvington, Va,

DEAR SANTA CLAUS:—I have a little
nephew just four month’sold. He wants
a dress, a coat, a rattle and a carriage.
I am past eleven years old and I want a
ring, a bracelet, a neckless and a set of
hair for my big doll. Don’t forget me,
Santa. I am your little girl. Good
bye. From BLANCHE LEwis.
Rehoboth Church, Va.

DEAR SANTA CLAUS:—Please bring
me some trimmings for my Christmas
tree, and put it in the sitting room this
year. I want a baby carriage and a
Teddy Bear. Isthat too much? I am
going to put an apple in my stocking
for you. Good bye.

Your little friend,

ELLEN DoucLas OLIVER.

Irvington, Va.

DEAR SANTA Cravs:—As I love you
#o much I know you wont forget me.
Please bring me a little doll, a table, a
tea-gset, = mouth organ, a ball as big as
youcan afford tobuy, anexpress wagon,
some nuts, candy, an orange, a big red
apple. Your nice little girl,
NELLIE Cox.

Irvingion. Va.

DeAr SANTA:—1 am a little boy seven
years old, and last Xmas [ was in Prince-
ton, N. J. This time I will be at Lilian,
Va. So please come to see me and
bring me some nice things. Would like
to have a large tobogan and some fire
works and some nice books.
Your little friend,

C. Ross BROCTHEAD COVINGTON.
Lilian, Va,
DEAR SANTA CLAUS:—Pleage bring
me your picture as I love you so well.
Bring me a big doll end a trunk as you
promised me, a mouth organ, a tea-set
a cute little ball, some nuts, candy and
an apple and an orange, Good bye,

From your dear little
BerTHA Cox.

P. 8.—A broom, a grinding organ.
Irvington, Va.

TO PARDON SANTA CLAUS. .
Having heard that Santa Ciaus was
arrested Saturday night, and fearing
that be would not visit them Christmas
Eve night, 2 small body of children in
Richmond rose in arms and marched
forth to see if the matter could be
remedied

The delegation strode towards' the
Capital. “‘Look here, Governor,”” they
said to the elevator ma), *‘can’t you
help usget Senty Claus out of jail. He’s
arrested, and we ain’t going to
wet any toys if you don’t let him out."
He stared at them.

““Ob, yes, yes, yes, to be sure. I'll
see Mr. Ben Owen right away. I'm
sure he will fix it for you. Leastways,
I know he will. He’s a great friend of
old Santy.”” Then he shook his head,
and ran up the elevator to mee Mr.
Owen.

The children ran out happy, making
the gloom of old Capitsl resound like
nursery.

Comfort may be brought to their
hearts, for The Times-Dispatch is glad
to announce that theold gentleman was
dismissed by Justice Crutchfield yester-
day morging. The One John once had

a stocking, and he gould not hear to sea be

of others. Itis a noble work, a labor!
of love, and none join more heartily in

it than those who are the servants of

the people. They have, of course, as &

rule, their home ties, like other men,

but after brightening their own fire-
sides with smiles and gifts and good
cheer, they operate in a broader and
more comprehensive field. There is
bhardly a public man worthy of the
name who at such times as this, when
all the world is in a fraternal and for-
giving mood, does not stretch forth his
band and perform some noble deed for
the uplift of the discouraged and de-
Jjected of his race. This is especially true
of the execative and judicial officers of
the government of the United States to
the man who presides over a magis-
trate’s court in the country. There
must be laws against crime, and they
must be executed in the interest of
society and public safety. But stern
justice is often tempered with mercy,
and the appeals of mothers, sisters,
wives and daughters are always more
effective, when attended by the touch-
ing circamstances and sentiments sur-

served again throughout the world.

Governors and judges relent in many
cases under the softening influéncies of
the occasion and in making up "their
minds to unlock prison cells “they fre-
quently say in their hearts: ‘*The poor
fellow has suffered enough. I'll send
him back to his family, and give him
unother chance in the race of life.”"

Itis a time when prosecuting attor-
neys and jarors are wont to sign peti-
tions for the clemency or pardon of men
convicted by them which in the cold,
slern course of everyday life, they
would feel constrained to reject, and
coming under these circumstances such
petitions appeal the more strongly to
the pardoning power.

Though there are no little Swansons
to keep the Governor's Mansion in an
uproar of Christmas hilarity, the Chief
Executive of the State has it in his
power to gladden many hearts on
Christmas Day.

Always considering first what is his
duly to the people of the State under
the law, the Governor is yet a man of
delicate feelings and sympathies, and
his heart is frequently touched by the

interest of deserving men who have

“Dear Governor,—Please send our
papa home to us for a Christmas gift.
We are g0 lonely without him,” is a
sample of appeals that come into the
executive office almost every year
about this time from little children,
who have never had the benefits of a
father's care, and the present Governor
and others have been knows to grant
the .requests, if, upon investigation,
they found the cases in question des-
erving of executive clemency.

Governor Swanson is.now at work
on a list of Christmas pardons, which
he will announce in a few days, and
though it cannot be stated who or how
many will be released, i1t is certain that
his action will result in the brightening
of many hearts, and perhaps in making
good citizens of those thus favored.

e —— R —

OYSTER BEDS NOT POLLUTED.

Expert Found Virgiunia Con-
ditions Excellent.

After making an extensive investi-
gZation of the oyster beds of Lynhaven
Bay and river in Princess Anne county,
Dr. Walter Bensel, of the New York

turned home, convinced that oysters
from these beds are absolutely free
from danger from contamination from
sewage,

This investigation was condueted on
account of the fact that recently oysters
offered for sale on the New York mar-
ket have not been in first-class con-
dition, and it was thought this might
have been due to conditions at the
oyster beds. Accordingly the Health
Department sent out three experts to
make investigations at Saywille, L. I.,
Cape Cod, Mass., and Lynnhaven, Va.,
from which sources of supply that is
used in the leading hotels of that city
comes. Dr. Bensel stated that his object
was simply to ascertain if there was any
sewage emgtying into the bay and
river. It did not take him long to find
out that there
contamination.

methods of pre
shipment, and

were no such sources of
He also inspected the
paring the oysters for
pronounced them all right.

ORDERS OF PUBLICATIONS.

In the Clerk's Office of the Circuit Court
of the County of Lancaster, on the

28th day of November, 1908,

Hannah Parks, Plninti&.

against :
Isaac Parks, Defendant, ¢
The object of this suit is to obtain a
divorce a vinculo matrimonii, and it a
ring from a certified o,
r:.dgmant of the Circuit Court -of
caster County, Virginia, h
the defendant, Isanc Parks,

do appear here within fifteen
due publication hereof, and
may be necessary to pmtqcthlgn interest

in this suit. h‘:‘nd itb. is furtl
at a co, reof: gablnhd.lnua
Eeek rogm _wegks bﬂge VIRGINIA
ITIZEN, . & newspaper in' th
County of Lancaster, = 1 ths i’ﬁ
be posted aithe rof the co
house of this county ‘on ‘the':
December, 1908, being' ‘the next
wctz:aiing rule day after this
A copy—Teste: Wm. CriLtoN, Clerk.
F. 5 NEewsILL, p. q.
In the Clerk’s Office of the Circuit Court
for the County of Lancaster, on the
25th day of November, 1908,

Erasmua Brown, Plaintiff,
inst

=L g
Kizzie Brown, Decfendant,

The object of this suit is to obtuin a
divoree from the defendant a vinculo
matrimonii. And an effidavit having
been made and filed that the defendant,

rounding the day now about to be ob- L

appeals that are made to him in thel:

nearly finished their terms in prison. |\

State Health Department, has re- >

order was |
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HOME OF GOOD CLOTHES.”

Largest Stocks of MEN’S and BOYS’
Clothing, Furnishings, Shoes and

Hats in the entire South
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| —WITH—
| LIKES, BERWANGER & CO.

. CLOTHING
8,10 £ 12 E. Baltimore St., TAILORING,
Baltimore, Ma, FURNISHING.

We are making a specialty this
and overcoats for Men atTEN DOLL

WALTER SWINNEY

season of wonderfully good suits
ARS each—Likes, Berwanger & Co.
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accounts which ares

PAID UP CAPITAL $1,000.000,

"Your Money Will be
Subject to Check and
Draw 3 per cent inferest,

This Company is now prepared to do a BANKING BY
AlL BUSINE§§ and invites the patronage of Virginians.
desiring to open an account with this institution will
rd thei: names and addresses and we will gladly
essary information in regard to opening an account.
8 easy to do business with us as though you lived on
€ opposite side of the street, and you can draw your money or
u wish—just as easy to get it us if it

?y 3 per cent interest per annum on all
ubject Lo check at any time.

UNITED STATES TRUST COMPANY,

UNDER SUPERVISION OF U. 8. TREASURY,

H. BRADLEY DAVIDSON, President.
RICHAWRD F. CLA UGHTON, Treasurer.

WASHINGTON, D, C.

HAMBURSY BREMEN FIRE INSURANCE co0.,
VIRGINIA FIRE & MARINE INSURANCE co.,
SPRINGFLIELD FIRE & MARINE INSURANCE CoO.,
VIRGINIA STATE INSURANCE Co.,

B. H. BAIRD,

CENERAL FIRE INSURANCE.

POSTOFFICE AND "PHONE—

WARSAW, VIRCINIA.
Representing Companies having combined
asscts of over $11.000,000,
Hamburg, Germany.
Richmond, Va.
Sprinzfield, Mass,
Richmend, Va.

The I.
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Sash, Duors,
Turned Work, Hand Rails,
in Genersl.

Estimates Furnished,

Geo, L, Squires, Pros,

nslar Lu

. F. Beliows, Bec’y-Mangr

mber & Building Co., u..

OCRAN, VA,

MANUFACTUAERS OF

KILN-DRIED LUMBE

DPEALERS IN

W, K
R.

Brackets, Ceiling, Plooring, “Siding,
Balusters, and Building -Material
Aleo Bouxes and Box Shook,

Blinds, Mouldings,

€stablished 1869,

Fruits, Vegetables, Poultry,

dIGHEST PRICES.

7 W. PRATT STREET.

Ci * National
Hefer 10§ ond Sereaptiim Semeae

TIES: s s
Live Stock, T'ggs, Wool and Frogs.,
PROMPT RETURNS,

sbipments solicited, :

OUR SPECIAL

A pny

Correspondence and

-~ 1. COOKE & SONS,

Geners. Commission Merchants,

BALTIMORE, MD.

Kizzie Brown, is not resid-nt of the
State of Virzinia, it iz o-dared that she |

apprar here within fifieen days after |
due publication her -uf, and do what may |
* Necessary o protect her interest in
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movement. of bottom therein to oyster planters? . : i s _ni_ & next succeedi
you ever saw,’” ote. As we pointed out at the tine there lorious Christmas season, and to make | ryle’ duy after this red was entered.
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ings and went ashore on Sta

moor- Anyway thatoysters are served you can
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and is keeping as
on the subject since the existence of a
glat became known.
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Market Corner, Fredericksburg, Va

FRESH

Office ant Stall, Section N W

Varghouse,

E. W. ALBAUCH & SO
WHOLESALE COMMISSION MERCHANTS

Ship to the old reliabie firm,

SON,
BIC,

holesale Fish Market
BALTIMg!R'EL, MD.

FOR THE SALE oF

FISH, SOFT CRABS, TERRAPIN, GAME,

30 Market Place,

Shad and Soft Crabs, Specialties. Top Priges Guaranteed,
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